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Dates to Remember! 2015 
June 3 - Dessert pot-luck in studio. Start time 6:30pm. 
Bring your dish, plate, bowl, spoon , fork , placemat or 
whatever is required for your to enjoy the goodies! 
June 6, Live Art Auction/ Silent Auction 
June 13 , 14,– Kaleidoscope at AGB – Hands On in studio with 
rigid heddle tabletop looms – Volunteers Needed! 
June 28 + July 12 -   DyePainting workshop 
July 4, 18 and August 8 – Bead Embroidery workshop 
Aug 29, 30 – Designing  Stripes and Checks workshop 
Sept 10,17, 24 and Oct 1 - Learn to Spin with a drop spindle 
Sept 19, 20 – Diane Totten , Crimp & Create workshop  
Sept 25-27 – Culture Days in Burlington 
Sept. 26  Doors Open Guild display in studio 
Nov 19-22 – Xmas Sale 
Nov. 24 – Dec. 13  “Keep Me Warm One Night” – exclusive 
guild display in the Community Gallery. 
Meetings General: 7:15 pm, the 1st Wednesday of the month 
September, November, December.  June meetings start at 
6:30 No meetings in July and August.  Wednesday group and 
Tuesday group meet at 12:30 pm each week; the Saturday 
group meets at 10:30am. 

Burlington Handweavers & Spinners Guild 
1333 Lakeshore Road, Burlington, ON  L7S 1A9 

Phone:  905-632-7796 
bhsguild.ca 

 

 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

 
President's Message:                                                                                     Sue Stasiuk, President  

  

 Time 
As I sit down to write this President’s Message, a burning thought runs through my 
head.  “Do I really have the time to do this?”  I begin to ponder about time.  That 
invisible and elusive entity that is heavily valued in our culture.  Of course, we’re all 
given the same amount each day, and we all have things we have to do.  But I would 
like us to pause and examine the things we want to do. 
How do we go about and harness all of discretionary time to do what we love…the 
pursuit of our hobby? Spinning, weaving, shopping for new fibre, dyeing, designing 
new patterns, promoting our hobby, organizing sales, and what I believe is the central 
benefit of belonging to the BHSG, the social experiences of friends and mentors.  
Several common techniques are used everyday to squeeze out more time in our day; 

creating “to do” lists, setting priorities, avoiding distractions and the temptation of 
procrastination. The one technique I want us to think about is delegation. The BHSG is a 
member-driven organization dependent upon the hard work of our volunteers.  Their work 
creates many benefits that are enjoyed by everyone. In that regard, the volunteers of the 

 BHSG have truly distinguished themselves this spring. 
Their hard work ,to organize the first All-Guilds Curated 
Show during May, and hosting PANOPLY the OHS 
biennial conference, have brought great recognition and 
praise to our guild.  As your President, I want to take this 
opportunity to publicly thank all of our volunteers.  Your 
selfless dedication is greatly appreciated. A special thank 
you to Panoply Chair Joyce Newman and her team.  Few 
people can truly appreciate the amount of work and 
challenges to organising a major conference.  This team 
succeeded with grace and style. I am reminded of a phrase 

that has relevance to us - “many hands make light work”. 
We are fortunate to have many members who continue to 
rise to the occasion.  However, too often, we rely on the 
same people to get the job done.  I want to make an appeal 
to the entire membership who have not yet volunteered this 
year, and even to those who are able to commit some more 
time to the guild.  We need your help now!.  Please sign up 
and follow through on your responsibilities to help out with 
guild operations, the upcoming Kaleidoscope event and 
silent auction, and demonstrations in the studio and 
encouraging others to join the BHSG. Time is the greatest 
gift you can give someone.  I encourage all of you to help 
where you can to continue to make our guild strong and a 
leader in the AGB.   -Sue-      
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THE COLOUR OF WATER 
 
The first of the All Guilds Show was April 25, 2014 to Mary 24, 2015. In the words of Denis 
Longchamps, the Chief Curator of the Art Gallery of Burlington, the BHSG, “explore(d) the multi-faceted 
aspect of water colour – at first what seems to be transparemt amd translucent – becomes the turquoise of 
the Caribbean seas, the muddy brown of some rivers, dark with golden and red reflections at the 
sunset…while blue seems to be a natural choice for artists.  Congratulations to the exceptional artists of 
the Burlington Handweavers & Spinners Guild! 
 

                   
     
Margaret Burns         Melanie Bailey Cox          Lara Dayes 
Duck   Fish         Reflections in Angkorr Wat      River by the Sea – Colours at  
    BEST INTERPRETATION OF THEME       Frenchman’s Cove 
 

                       
  
Jennifer Earle            Chung-Ja Jackson   Saira Jan 
Mother Ganges        Colour of Water in Deep Ocean  Reflections in the Deep 
JUROR’S CHOICE       Waterfall     BEST FELTED PIECE 
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Victoria Lynch    Eleanor Roberts          Gisela Risse 
Arctic Ice   Childhood Memories:Lake Couchiching    Mountain Cascade  
Caribbean Sea   Childhood Memories : Sparrow Lake 
PAST PRESIDENT AWARD 

                   
Sue Stasiuk    Sue Stasiuk         Marsha Stewart-Walters 
Frozen Shores    Lagoon        Still Water 
BEST BEADED PIECE  HONOURABLE MENTION 
 

              
Ruth Thoem   Irena Thomas           Irena Thomas 
Shuttle Bunny and Willow Pond Riverside, view of Abbeville        Spearing Eels 
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Jim Thomas         MargaretJane Wallace 
Falling Water       Grassy Reef       
BEST OFF LOOM TECHNIQUE 
 
Apologies to those who I didn’t photograph with their piece.!      -Bonnie- 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
GET READY!!!  – OUR THEME FOR THE ALL GUILD SHOW IN 2016 IS…… 
 

 
 

     
 
I am encouraged by the wisdom of a recent fortune cookie for this particular challenge, it read: 
“Minds are like parachutes. They only function when they are open.” 
So let your imagination go wild! 

 
 

∞ ≠ ÷ § ≅ ∞ ⌘ ≠ ≥ ∞∞ ≠ ÷ § ≅ ∞ ⌘ ≠ ≥ ∞∞ ≠ ÷ § ≅ ∞ ⌘ ≠ ≥ ∞ 
 
 
 

 

cha·os 
ˈkāˌäs/ 
noun 
noun: chaos; plural noun: chaoses 
o complete disorder and confusion."snow caused chaos in the 

region" 
o synony

ms
: 

o disorder, disarray, disorganization, confusion, mayhem,  
o bedlam, pandemonium, havoc, turmoil, tumult, 
o  commotion,  
o disruption, upheaval, uproar, maelstrom; Moremuddle,  
o mess, shambles, free-for-all;  anarchy, lawlessness,  
o entropy;  informalhullabaloo, hoopla, train wreck, 
o  all hell broken loose  "police were called in to quell the  
o chaos"  

o  
o antony

m
s: 

o o
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PANORAMA OF THE AMERICAS – “Colour, Culture, Create” 
 
The exhibition was presented in conjunction with the Ontario Handweavers & Spinners Biennial 
Conference. It took place from April 25-May 24, 2015 and was displayed in the RBC Community Gallery 
at the Art Gallery of Burlington. Two of our BHSG weavers submitted pieces. Congratulations to Diane 
Woods for the her piece, “Mexican Eagle” which was honoured with the Madeleine Smith Award. 
 

  
 
WORKSHOPS, WORKSHOPS, WORKSHOPS 
 
Hello Members! Time is running out, don't forget to register for one of our exciting workshops! Most of 
the workshops are 2/3 full and on June 05 I will be inviting members from the Oakville, Niagara and 
Mississauga weaving guilds to participate and fill the remaining slots. If you have registered please make 
sure to check your materials list and collect the items listed. Please note that Ruth Thoem has generously 
offered to host Dianne Totten during her visit and thus the price of the Crimp and Create workshop will 
be $215 and not $259. Our workshops are listed below, please refer to the original email for details: 
 

• Dye Painting with MargaretJane Wallace | Sunday, June 28 and Sunday, July 12 | Cost Per 
Member: $80 +materials **3 spots remaining 

• Bead Embroidery with William Hodge | Saturday, July 04 and 18 & Saturday, August 08 and 
22 | Cost Per Member: $80 +materials **17 spots remaining 

• Successful Design: Designing Stripes, Checks and Plaids with Marianne Heggtveit | Saturday, 
August 29 and Sunday, August 30 |  Cost Per Member: $110 +materials **5 spots remaining 

•  Learn to Spin using a Drop Spindle with Lara Stone | September 10, 17, 24 and October 01 | 
Cost Per Member: $80 +materials **3 spots remaining 

•  Crimp and Create with Dianne Totten | Saturday, September 19 and Sunday, September 20 | 
Cost Per Member: $215 +materials **3 spots remaining 

• _	  Beginning	  Inkle	  Weaving	  with	  Diane	  Woods	  |	  Sunday,	  October	  25	  |	  Cost	  Per	  Member:	  $40	  
+materials	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  **4	  spots	  remaining	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  

-Marsha Walters- 

Also participating was Ruth Thoem, who 
exhibited her ‘Pachi’s Baby Wrap. 
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PANOPLY   
 
The Ontario Handweavers & Spinners biennial conference 2015 was held in Burlington this year. 
This year’s challenge was based on the colours of “Pachi”, the mascot for the Pan-American games, 
which are to be held in the GTA this summer.  Each colour was assigned a noun, for example, the BHSG 
was assigned a colour of “orang” as it demonstrated  “Determination”.  The challenge was well met by all 
the guilds, with the event be a rousing success by all accounts.  One commentator on Facebook suggested, 
“Maybe we should have called the conference "PanoPLAY"! 
Here is a brief overview of the Guild Displays, photos courtesy of Eleanor Roberts. 
 
Algoma Weavers & Spinners Guild – “Rhapsody in Twill”, an homage to Marguerite Porter Davidson 
 

 
 

Burlington Handweavers & Spinners Guild – Orange/Determination 
 

 
 
Cambridge Weavers & Spinners – Purple/Creativity 
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Guelph Guild of Handweavers & Spinners – Purple/Creativity 
 

 
 

Huronia Handweavers Guild – Blue/Collaboration 
 

 
 

London District Weavers & Spinners – A Collaboration of Blue 
 

 
 

Mississauga Weavers & Spinners –  Blue/Collaboration 
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Sarnia Handweavers & Spinners Guild – Purple/Creativity 
 

 
 

The Toronto Guild of Weavers & Spinners – Orange/Determination   HONOURABLE MENTION 
 

 
 

Trillium Handspinners & Weavers Guild – Purple/Creativity  BEST GUILD DISPLAY 
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Guild Project:  OHS Napkin Favours  
 
 

   
 

 
  

GIGGLES……..   J  J  J  J  J  
 

 
  

Wonderful, to see 
all of our colourful 
napkins in place as 
centrepieces at 
Panoply. 
 
Thank 
You!!!!  
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Reviews 
 
Woven Textiles: A Designer's Guide by Sharon Kearley (Author) 
Format: Hardcover – May 1, 2015 
Reviewed by Melanie Bailey Cox 
 

 
 
I really enjoyed learning about the combination of different materials in a project with the specific 
intention of having the materials shrink at different rates as a design choice. Overall this book was very 
enjoyable, the pictures were very inspiring and I look forward to signing out this book in the future so I 
can apply some of these techniques as I continue to weave. 
 
This book includes the following topics: 
Weaving Equipment and Accessories 
Yarns and Fibres 
Combining Yarns 
Pre-weave 
The weave process 
Basic structures 
A design concept 
Design exploration and interpretation 
Further structures 
Finishing techniques 
Troubleshooting guide 
 

-by Melanie Bailey Cox - 
 
 

The beauty and joy of weaving a finished piece of cloth 
can be enhanced by creating your own designs and using 
the latest ideas and techniques.  
This book is truly set up to be a step-by-step guide of the 
weaving process. Sharon Kearley has enough detail on 
the technical aspects of weaving that a novice weaver 
could use this as a how-to book while learning to weave, 
however this book offers just as much information for the 
more experienced weaver.  
The second half of the book is filled with different design 
techniques that any weaver could use when designing 
future projects. There is a nice section on colour selection 
that I found particularly useful after the demonstration in 
our February meeting by Victoria Pearce from the 
Burlington Fine Arts Guild. 
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Opportunities 
 
 

          
CHRISTMAS SALE 

 
    

.  You also have the added bonus of supporting your guild and Arts Burlington.  The 
summer is the perfect opportunity to weave up a few towels, throw on a few woolly 

scarves or plot and plan your best woven or spun items.  
Let’s make it a good show!!! 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
     

       
 

“KEEP ME WARM ONE NIGHT”  - Exclusive show for 
the BHSG in the community gallery of the AGB, November 24 
to December 13, 2015.  Create some piece of apparel, scarfs, 
mittens, coats,  etc.  Can be a selling opportunity if you wish or 
simply an opportunity to show Gallery visitors how awesome 
woven items can be!!!!!! 

 
November 19 – 22, 2015 
 
A wonderful chance to show and 
potentially sell your work. No gallery 
fees,  and only a modest apportionment to 
the guild.   

 
BURLINGTON CULTURE DAYS 
September 25, 26, and 27 
Doors Open will be September 26. The guild studio will 
be open. 
Volunteers to work on their own projects or to come 
and chat will be needed. Your hours will qualify toward 
your volunteer requirement. 
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Burlington Handweavers and Spinners  
2015 Executive 

President: Sue Stasiuk 
 

Vice-Pres:  Marsha Walters 
 

Past-Pres:  Nancy Rose 
 

Treasurer: Marilyn Fish 
Assist: 

Secretary:  Jennifer Earle 
Assist: 

Display:     Jim Thomas 
Assist: Irena Thomas 

 
Flowers:  Barbara Manning 
Assist:  Donalda Williams 

 
Curated Show:  Eleanor Roberts 

Assist:  Sue Stasiuk 
 

Librarian:  Jennifer Earle 
Assist:  Sharon Gowland 
Looms & Equipment: 
Margaret Jane Wallace 

Assist:  Jim Thomas 
 

Membership:  Lauren Arkell 
Assist:  Richard Aylen 

 
Newsletter Editor: Bonnie Sylvia 

Assist:  Jennifer Earle 
Phone Committee: 

Fran Boisvert 
Sales:  Lesley Fren 

Assist:  Nancy Mazzetti 
Social:  Gisela Risse 
Assist: Irena Thomas 

Programs: Saira Jan-Meyer 
Assist:  Colleen Nolan 

 
Mentoring:  Fran Boisvert 

 
Kaleidoscope: Barbara Scott 
Rosemarie Anich-Erickson 

 
Christmas Sale: Diane Woods 

Assist:  Sue Stasiuk 
Arts Burlington: Nancy Rose 

Marsha Walters 
 

Webmaster:  Lauren Arkell 
 

“Wake up happy. Chase a cloud. Savor a memory. Laugh out loud.” 
In loving memory of the original editor of Warped Perspective, 

Ruth Stowe 

 

 Hot Websites/Blogs 
Lunatic Fringe Yarns 
http://www.lunaticfringeyarns.com  
Their philosophy is Life is a gift, so have 
fun and weave! “Because we aim to be 
good stewards of our beautiful planet, we 
have the yarns for our signature line of 
Tubular Spectrum yarn dyed here in the US 
using Fiber Reactive dyes that are the best 
dyes for wash fastness, and are the least 
toxic production dyes available.” 
Number of kits to get the novice started. 
Incredible supplier of all yarns for weaving. 
Excellent source for 2 ply Hemp. 
Located in the Florida Panhandle, shipping 
from the United States. 
__________________________________ 
 
Barefoot Handweaving 
Wwwbarefoothandweaving.com  
Fascinating straw built studio located in 
Eastern British Columbia, in the Rockies. 
Interesting content, about the construction 
of the studio and their mission to leave a 
positive carbon footprint. 
Fascinating woven garments with great 
ideas.  Some fascinating international 
“textile” travels noted on their blog. Check 
it out. 
 
Mohair and More  
At Mohair and More we raise Angora Goats 
and sell high quality raw and washed 
mohair. We shear our Goats twice a year 
and have Kid, yearling and adult mohair 
available after each shearings in January 
and July of each year. We also have an 
online store which carries a large selection 
of fibers and yarn.  
mohairandmore.com 
___________________________________ 
 
 
Always looking for new and interesting 
websites and blogs.  Please feel free to pass 
them along. 


